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This document provides an overview of the new options for managing your projects and contracts. 

Choose Explorer or My Stuff as your primary interface to the Pisces data. 
When you enter Pisces for the first time after June 27, 2006, a Welcome Screen will appear affording you the 
opportunity to personalize how you view Pisces data.  Don’t worry if you’re unsure, you’ll have the ability to 
change your mind entirely, or alter your selections.  Whether you choose the default or opt for Explorer, you 
have options that will allow you to tailor these tools.  Irrespective of which one you choose the other will always 
be available from the main toolbar. 

My Stuff versus Explorer 

My Stuff will be setup as your default window into the Pisces Data.  You can change this on the Welcome dialog 
box after logging in, or later by clicking on Tools-> Options from the menu at the top of the screen.  The primary 
difference between the two choices is Explorer is both Project and Contract oriented, while My Stuff is 
contract-centric. 
 

Which to choose:   
• My Stuff, if you are assigned as a contact on one or more contracts, will be the quickest and 

simplest way to get right to your work. 

or 

• Explorer, if your involvement is either peripheral or perhaps at a program level, will give you 
the freedom to show projects or contracts that interest you, independent of whether you’re a 
contact. 

Figure 1 
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Either Explorer or My Stuff displays with default settings that can be overridden simply by clicking on a 
column heading (e.g., to change the sort order), checking or unchecking the Contract Status toggles 
(Pending, Issued, Complete/Closed, History), etc.  These changes only affect the current session.  To 
make changes to the default settings see Changing Default Settings below. 
 
My Stuff 
 
The My Stuff screen is now a permanent, full-screen display, compared to previous releases where it 
was a dialog box that had to be closed.  New with this release include: 

• Generate a report of your contracts (Click Print with My Stuff visible) 
• New columns (e.g., Cur. Status Report, SR Status) 
• New ways to limit the data that’s displayed (Status filters) 
• An all new Summary section that provides an overview of the contracts on which you’re a 

contact.   
• Status reports are hyperlinked, so clicking them takes you directly to that status report.  F 
• Fields in Red indicate an action is required by you or your COTR. 
• Any adjustments that you make to the column widths are now remembered so they should 

be just like you set them the next time you open My Stuff, or enter Pisces. 
 
Figure 2:  My Contracts (A Contractor’s View) 
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Figure 3:  My Contracts (A COTR’s View) 

 

Changing Default Settings 

To change how Pisces displays My Stuff or Explorer each time you access the application, click Tools 
-> Options… (as shown in Figure 4 below).  The Pisces Options dialog box appears with 4 tabs.  Each 
is explained below. 
. 

Figure 4:  Options submenu 
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Pisces Options – Preferences tab 

The default Username (what Pisces fills in for you at the login screen) is filled in based on the first use of 
Pisces for each computer login.  If you share a computer each person should be sure to have his/her 
own login for the computer as well as Pisces.  You can change the default Username as shown below.  
Pisces will remember you the next time you log in so you’ll only need to enter your password. 
 
If you want to change how you view Project/Contract data upon startup, click on the drop down arrow 
and select My Stuff or Explorer.  Both displays are still viewable irrespective of which option is selected.  

Simply click the corresponding icon  or . 
 
Spell checking is enabled by default, but can be changed by clicking the check box to display or remove 
the check.  See Pisces_Spellchecker_Help.pdf for more information on spell checking. 
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Pisces Options – My Stuff tab 

Contract Status Filters 
Four different status filters are available.  Any or all Contract Status Filters may be checked.  A 
minimum of one filter must be checked.  In this example, all contracts with status Pending, 
Reviewed, Approved, or Issued will be shown.   
 

Sorts 
This section provides the ability to order the list in My Stuff according to the selection.  Up to two 
different fields may be sorted.  Values may be displayed in ascending (lowest to highest) or 
descending (highest to lowest) order.  If two sorts are selected, both are presented in the same 
way (ascending or descending, they may not be mixed).  No sorting is also valid. 

 
Note:  Changes made here are not immediately reflected on My Stuff.  If you want to see these settings 
take effect right away, close My Stuff (click the small  in the upper right hand corner of the application) 
and then click the My Stuff icon . 
 

 
 
 

Pisces Options – Explorer tab 

Whenever the Explorer is displayed (either upon starting Pisces, or by clicking the  icon, 
Pisces uses the filters specified in Figure 5 (Contract Listing Filters) and Figure 6 (Project Listing Filters) 
to determine how much of the Pisces data to display.  These are default values only.  You can change 
how Pisces displays data by altering the filters on the Explorer screen, clicking a column heading to 
change sort order, etc. 
 
To specify a filter, first select Contract Filters or Project Filters from the drop down, then click in the field 
to the right of the column heading and enter one or more characters.  Pisces will search for any text like 
that you just specified.   
 
For example: 

To display all projects for provinces with the word Snake in them 
Select Project List from the Select Filters For: dropdown 
Scroll down the list until Province is displayed on the left 
Click in the field to the right of Province and type:  snake (not case sensitive) 
Click OK 
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Click the  icon.  If the Explorer is already open, you must close and reopen it 
for the new defaults to take effect. 

Figure 5:  Contract List filters 

 

Figure 6:  Project List filters 
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Pisces Options – Connection tab 

For users whose organization utilizes a proxy server to access the internet, this tab will be used to set up 
a proxy server.  See your IT department before changing any settings on this tab, unless instructed by 
Fish Support. 
 
You can also access the bandwidth tester from this tab.  Clicking the button will perform a check of the 
throughput of your connection.  This will be very useful when troubleshooting connectivity issues.  You 
can also access this test directly from the main menu under Tools -> Bandwidth Test. 
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